
 

 

Redwood Valley Municipal Advisory Council (RVMAC) 
 

Regular Meeting 
 

Wednesday, January 11, 2016: 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Redwood Valley Guild, 8650 East Rd., Redwood Valley 

 
Minutes 

 
 
RVMAC Members: Chris Boyd (Chair)-P, Sheilah Rogers (Vice-Chair)-A, Cassie Taaning 

(Secretary)-P, Katrina Frey (Treasurer)-P, Alex de Grassi-P, Melinda Hunter-
A, Debra Ramirez-P 

Alternates:  Marybeth Kelly-P, Sandra Berman-P 
 
 

1. Call to order; introduction of guests – Chris introduced the newest alternate RVMAC 
member, Sandra Berman. 

 
2. Review/approval of today’s Agenda and December 14 Minutes.  

Correction to minutes: in section on Flow Kana proposed cannabis facility Alex suggested 
clarifying Craft Distillers will remain on property.  The building they lease is not included in 
the Flow Kana parcel.  It is separately owned.  Approval of the December minutes was tabled 
to next meeting in February.  

   
3. Public Expression* on Non-Agenda Items (3 min./speaker).   

Steve Scalmanini – Presented combined parcels information on the Skull Mountain/East 
Ranch land sale as well as identifying neighboring parcels 
Sarah Neilson  -  Looking to re-establish Friends of the Farmers Market.  They will have a 
vacancy for the Redwood Valley Farmers Market Manager.  Please spread the word they will 
need a new market manager in RV.  For more information go to http://www.mcfarm.org/ 
Marybeth Kelly – The next Redwood Valley Grange meeting is January 17 at 6:30 pm 
   

4. Unfinished Business:          
A. Formula Business Ordinance—Alex reported – after the November MAC meeting 
community member Hal Voege asked the RMAC to support his letter to the Planning Dept, 
Commission and BOS.  The letter states we would like to receive notification when a business 
applies for a permit in RV by way of not just posting on the County website but also physical 
posting on the property, post office, etc for greater outreach.  Planning and Building has not 
yet responded. Chris provided background and history of the County’s Formula Business 
Ordinance and FB Moratorium. For more information on the Formula Business Ordinance and 
RVMAC comments go to: http://www.redwoodvalleymac.com/formula-business-ordinance 

 
B. County Cannabis Ordinance—Katrina reported – The Planning Commission took 
public comment during the December 9 meeting and will meet again January 19.   The 



 

 

January 5 meeting was cancelled. During the January 19 meeting the Planning Commission 
hopes to have a final draft to send to the Board of Supervisors for approval.  
 
C. Dollar General Status—Judge Henderson gave his tentative ruling -  the petition of 
Dollar General’s building permit was denied on all counts. According to RV Market’s 
attorney Brian Momsen, the ruling did not address possibility of a national chain causing 
“urban blight and decay,” which was never studied by the County. Regarding the petition of 
Dollar General’s license to sell alcohol, many residents who wrote letters of protest received 
notice from the Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC) informing them of DG’s proposed 
“conditional license”.  Conditions (limitations) include having alcohol sales only between 6 
am and 10 pm, wine shall not be sold in containers less than 750 ml, and beer and malt 
beverage products must be sold in manufacture pre-packaged quantities. Per the ABC Sheriff 
Allman proposed these conditions. It’s unclear what the next steps should be, but MAC 
members will try to provide further information by the Feb. 8 meeting or via the website. 

 
D. Website Development—Sandra reported.  The Redwood Valley MAC website is up 
and running http://www.redwoodvalleymac.com/  If anyone has additions or suggestions 
please forward them to Sandra or log onto the website and fill in comment section under 
Contact Us.   
 

 E. Flow Kana/(Former Fetzer Home Ranch) Cannabis Production Project 
Alex reported – The Flow Kana has not yet submitted a permit application to the 

County. When submitted it will trigger at least a minor use permit and most likely a major use 
permit. There was a pre-application conference Sheilah and Katrina attended December 9 with 
the County and partnering agencies (fire, water, Sheriff, Fish and Game, etc).  Michael 
Steinmetz, CEO of Flow Kana attended the December RVMAC meeting and provided 
information on the proposed project, invited public input and answered questions. The 
property will remain in escrow and not close until any appeals of the project have been 
cleared. The RVMAC will host a public meeting/workshop on the cannabis facility Thursday, 
February 9 at the RV Grange. The RVMAC will facilitate and Flow Kana will provide 
presentation materials and slide show.  The public will have a chance to comment and ask 
questions.  The RVMAC will compile comments and forward to the County. An agenda and 
supporting materials will be sent to members and stakeholders prior to the meeting and be 
physically posted per the Brown Act (at least 72 hours’ notice).  

 
F. Status of grant application ($1,000) to The Community Foundation to facilitate 

meetings for new Redwood Valley Community Plan –Chris and Sheilah have 
volunteered to draft an application for funding to support the update to the 2004 
Redwood Valley Community Action Plan. Marybeth and Chris met to begin planning 
how to get the Plans Ad Hoc committee going and handed out a proposed, new Table 
of Contents/Format and an Action Plan Worksheet to develop the goals that the larger 
community will develop. It’s anticipated that the Plan update will require considerable 
work and will only be achieved with a wide level of community participation. 
Volunteers from the community are encouraged to get in touch with Marybeth or other 
MAC members to join the ad hoc committee (2 community members have so far 
volunteered). Sheilah, Marybeth, and Chris will bring ideas for using the grant funding 
to get the project off the ground. 

 
 



 

 

5. New Business:           
A. Media/Outreach Committee members and chair needed –The council and public 
members discussed various means of community outreach: e-mail, talk with neighbors, 
RVMAC Facebook page. Cassie will build an e-mail list from sign in sheet.  Marybeth will 
ask Rural Mendo email group if they wish to be on the RVMAC meeting info mail list. No 
one was willing to chair an ad hoc committee on media and outreach, but several MAC 
members continue to handle these projects on a case-by-case basis, which will have to do for 
now. 

 
6. Standing and Ad Hoc Committee Reports:       

A. Standing: Development Review—Alex, Cassie & Debra met last Monday to discuss 
current RV development projects.  9087 Uva Drive “Black Subdivision” application to 
split a 4.83 acre parcel into 4 separate properties.  We reviewed the referral packet last August 
and had no objections to the split.  However, RVMAC made comments that the proof of water 
test of ½ gallon of water per minute for all parcels combined to subdivide the property may 
not be sufficient. We suggested the County review or raise that standard.  ½ gallon of water 
per minute for 4 parcels is most likely not enough water for domestic use. Further 
research/training on water issues is needed. 
 
Faizan Corp 9621 N. State Street (next to Mario’s restaurant) The County has approved 
their application for minor use permit and variance.  Development is a gas station and 
convenience store. Public concerns to the project include traffic safety to and from Hwy 101, 
potential for fuel leak into nearby creek, traffic noise from diesel trucks, and tall sign light 
pollution. Additionally, concern for rumored plan to eventually expand the station into a full 
service truck stop with showers, etc. It was suggested the RVMAC communicate truck stop 
concern to the County and ask to be notified of any future building applications on the 
property. Community concern for safety is paramount and prompted the RVMAC to write a 
letter to County agencies.  Debra motioned that the RVMAC (Alex) write a letter addressing 
community concerns, approved by all, on the issues: Traffic safety on Hwy 101, specifically 
the volume of diesel truck traffic; “jake” brake noise, provisions for making the road safe, esp 
left turn on to 101.  Other comments included adding an electric vehicle power station, and 
provisions to lit sign or night time light pollution, storm water and other runoff, and notify the 
MAC if the they plan to make a truck stop facility, overnight parking. 
 
Skull Mountain Land Sale – Rudy Light’s ranch approx. 1,750 acres comprising of 10 
parcels sold to an out of area developer James Tong. The property is on the north end of East 
Rd, goes across the Russian River, includes the south part of Tomki Rd, three tributary creeks 
and extends to Potter Valley.  Planning and Building Dept have not received any development 
applications yet. Parcels include range land, agriculture, and flood plain along the river.  The 
Council would like to know if any of the property is in preserve status, example: Oak 
Woodlands, Redwood grove, Agriculture Preserve.  Preservation information is not known at 
this time. Community members voiced concern over Mr. Tong’s recent criminal conviction 
for violating federal environmental laws while grading a development site in Dublin. He pled 
no contest to fraud charges of forging $3.2 million in receipts, falsifying records for 
mitigating damage to endangered species.   Other concerns for development of Skull 
Mountain include Native American archeological sensitivity.  
 
 
 



 

 

County Planning Commission (PC): Alex reported the County is in the process of 
appointing, or re-appointing a planning commissioner for our district.  In the future, it would 
be appreciated if the County contacted the MAC for outreach in recruiting potential 
commissioners prior to term expiration.  
 

 B. Ad Hoc:  Plan Update—Marybeth, All. See above under grant application. 
 
7. Officers’ Reports—Chair, Secretary, Treasurer.      
    
8. Other Members’ Reports/Announcements.       
 
9. February 8 Agenda; summarize today’s follow-up items for next meeting;   
 adjournment. 
 
 
Find us Here! http://www.redwoodvalleymac.com/  
 


