
Redwood Valley Municipal Advisory Council (RVMAC)

Wednesday, Dec 13, 2017

Redwood Valley Grange


5-7pm


Members present: Chris Boyd (Chair), Sheilah Rogers (Vice Chair), Katrina Frey (Treasurer), Alex 
de Grassi (Chair of Development Review Ad Hoc Committee), Debra Ramirez, Cassie Taaning, 
and Alternates Sandra Berman (Secretary) and Marybeth Kelly. Absent: Melinda Hunter.

Guests included: Tammy Moss Chandler (County Director of Fire Recovery) Steve Dunnicliff 
(County Admin Office), Amber Munoz (of the County Leadership Initiative), Mary Anne Petrillo 
(Executive Director of the West Co.), Mike Steinmetz and Amanda Reiman (Flow Kana 
Institute), and numerous RV residents who were affected by the recent fire.


1. Call to Order and Introductions; Chris forgot to call for review/approval of November minutes
—that will occur at January meeting.


2. Public Expression


Marybeth was almost hit at the intersection of School and East in the early morning by a racing 
car that ran the stop sign. All major RV intersections need fresh paint. Intersections to address: 
School Way with East and West Rd., North State and West Rd., Road A and East Rd., and 
Highway 20 and East Rd. All lit by headlights alone. Marybeth will forward these issues to 
Supervisor Carre Brown. Depending on results, MAC could add this item to a future agenda. 


Lee Howard- Lee Howard Construction. Mendocino County’s Class K building code is under 
review by the County. This is a code enacted in the 1980s to bring more unpermitted houses 
into the system, while allowing some construction that doesn’t meet regular building and fire 
codes. The current review process is targeted to address re-building after fire losses, and to 
address fire safety issues. Recovery: a new Federally-designated contractor (replacing ECC) 
has been chosen for the fire debris removal process. Some retested sites did not test clean. 
Many local contractors have been able to work on these projects. Rebuilding of homes will 
generally require use of current building and fire code standards, including fire sprinklers 
(except for manufactured homes). Next BOS meeting to address this is on December 19th. 
Mendocino County also is researching whether enforcement of State fire and building 
standards enable any exceptions (such as the Class K code). 


3. Housing

Steve Dunnicliff from the County Leadership Team—Steve is on the County’s Housing 

Task Force. Lots of people who lost homes/rentals are in inadequate living situations. 
Reconstruction will require upgrades for sprinklers. Deficiencies (3/4 rather than the needed 1” 
dimensions in many parts of RV) in Redwood Valley water systems were mapped by Bill Kohler, 
who was director of the RV water district. There may be grant funds which could be pursued to 
upgrade the lines, since the RVWD isn’t sufficiently funded to do so. As it happens, Bill Kohler 
passed away in Mexico last Sunday. He had passed along information to another person, 
Tamara Alanis, at the RVWD. Bill had set it up so that there would be continuity in his absence. 
The RVWD is fully engaged in solutions, and the Housing Task Force is working hand in hand 
with the water district.


	 County had approved a 72 apartment development in Ukiah; 13 month construction 
period (as currently planned). 340 housing units were lost in the fire. The Army Corp is working 
on utilization of Lake Mendocino Cayenne Campground for temporary housing, with a build-
out of infrastructure (pads for RVs, power, water, sewer) required. Could become a regional 
asset for emergency housing. Assessor’s Office and other County agencies are looking at this 
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now. 70 sites are potentially feasible of the 103 sites. 37 families who lost residences are in 
need of emergency housing at this time, as reported by FEMA. There are more who might fall 
into the need category at any time. FEMA will provide housing assistance for 18 months from 
the day of the disaster as part of FEMA direct housing assistance program. Work on this site to 
begin ASAP, on a fast track.


	 Redwood Valley Elementary school, closed for 7 years, as been recommended by a 
School Board committee for consideration as about 20-30 housing units (about 950 sq. ft. 
each) in former classrooms. $10 million would be required to bring the school to current State 
standards, and enrollment would currently not be sufficient to do so. Was renovated in the 90’s. 
Lots of agencies looking at it. The site is likely quake safe per standards for housing. The water 
and septic systems were designed for 500 students so likely to meet requirements for a couple 
dozen families, though upgrades might be needed. This would be for permanent housing, and 
initially for those who lost homes in fire. School board meeting tomorrow to consider the site 
for re-use, and the county (along with FEMA, OES, HUD, etc.) recommends that the school 
board let the site be considered for housing. The project would accord opportunities to the 
local development community. The gym could also be used as a community center, in concept. 
If interested please look into: Ukiah Unified School Board Meeting on Dec. 14 at their offices on 
Orchard Ave. in Ukiah, 6:30. 


Steve introduced Amber Munoz, a RV resident who is a member of the recovery and 
redevelopment team of the County Leadership Initiative. A number of ideas are under 
consideration by this group, including: a Construction Development Design Expo to connect 
people with information and resources with workshops, vendors, etc. Ideas from the MAC and 
audience: a job fair component; sustainable technology; coordination with Solar Living 
Institute, Emerald Earth, SEAKAY Broadband ; container homes (John Foster, who uses food 
hub refrigeration units); prefab and eco housing; lost cost designs for fire victims; etc. Please 
direct questions and additional to Amber: munoza@mendocinocounty.org .


4. Mary Anne Petrillo from the West Company: contact: maryanne@westcompany.org


West Company, operating over the last 27 years in Mendocino County, works to help small 
businesses be successful. They are federally funded by Small Business Administration (SBA). 
Business advice and counseling, at no cost. New location in Ukiah: East Church and Main in 
Ukiah. Workshops for businesses post-fire are being planned, such as: Financial literacy;. 
Landlord workshops (people who want to rent a room or structure on their property and 
manage it as a business).  Mary Anne mentioned a biweekly (Wednesday, 7 pm) “Mendocino 
Works” radio program on KZYX. Tonight’s program is about insurance (KZYX enables you to re-
broadcast their programs—go to their website and follow directions to “JukeBox”). Number of 
businesses lost in the fire is not being tracked currently; some were licensed by the County but 
many were home- and internet-based businesses where the owners lost their home, 
equipment, employees, etc. Some will have applied for SBA loans, which the County may be 
able to track. Mary Anne encourages anyone interested in starting a small business (such as 
contractors, for the re-build process; an agriculture-based business; or someone with an idea 
who just doesn’t know where to start) to visit West Company and see what services they may 
be able to obtain, one-on-one or at an upcoming workshop. It’s a win-win for local 
entrepreneurs.


5. Flow Kana Institute Phase 1 Administrative Permit Application—Development Review Ad 
Hoc Committee (Alex, Debra, and Cassie). Alex reviewed the process: MAC is one of many 
agencies to whom the County refers permit applications, in order to get public input. Generally, 
we get a 2 week window for comment, but that may be extended so that the MAC can meet 
and the public can comment. This one is for an Administrative permit, not a Use permit 
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requiring a full public hearing before the Building Official and/or Planning Commission and 
Board of Supervisors. 1st phase of their intended operation: for processing cannabis. 
Receiving produce from growers, trimming, and re-packaging (jars). Sam Vandewater, county 
planner assigned to this permit, answered questions that Alex sent to him. Through further Q & 
A with representatives Mike, Amanda, and Sean from Flow Kana: the process is that Flow Kana 
certified vehicles will pick up raw product from licensed local growers and deliver to the FK 
site; 10-20 people will work there (adding to the 60 or so regular employees of other 
companies located at the former Fetzer site); working hours will be about 9-5, 5 days a week; 
operating under a “Type P” license; few local farmers will be able to process their own product 
under the new law (growers can’t meet ADA restrooms and paved roads required); security 
includes fencing, lighting, cameras, dogs, a professional security agency, guards (during work 
hours), Sheriff coordination, and other safeguards including on-site residence occupancies. 
After questions were answered, no objections were raised by attendees. There will be 2 more 
phases of the permit process for marketing, distribution and manufacturing will then occur from 
this site..  Phase 2 and 3 will require a minor use permit , requiring a pulic hearing and thereby 
greater opportunity for public input. NO volatile (chemical) processing will be done at this 
facility, per Michael Steinmetz (co-owner).

	 

6. Fire Memorial—This idea has apparently occurred to many RV residents and others. We 
heard from Mac Lojowsky, who lost his home of 1 year in the fire (he and his family are now in 
temporary housing supplied by a friend). Mac proposed the Mariposa Swimming Hole as a 
potential location, as it is County land near the epicenter of many of the losses. The meeting 
moved into a lively discussion with many participants. Ideas include a mosaic memorial, which 
may already have some set aside. Other possible locations: Lions Park or the Grange. 
Mendocino Arts Council is already looking at funding something like this. ACTION: Mac, Jini 
Reynolds, and several other volunteers [send your names to Chris: wickboyd@comcast.net ] 
will work as an Ad Hoc Committee to bring options back to the MAC.


7.  Next meeting: 5-7 pm, Wednesday, January 10, 2018, at Grange.


8. Misc: California Honeydrops Fundraiser Concert, Dec. 14 at Grange. Aspart of the Holiday 
Gift Bag Distribution, there will be a 3-6 pm event on December 18 at the RV Grange with 
music by Wendy DeWitt and Spencer Brewer; Alex DeGrassi is also invited to play. There will 
be hot cider and cookies. Similar events sponsored by NCO and Adventist Health will be held 
in Ukiah and Potter Valley. —The Grange event is part of the keeping Redwood Valley alive with 
fun.


Call in number for tonight’s KZYX radio show, Mendocino Works talking about managing 
insurance payments, is 895-2448.Tammy Moss Chandler (Director of the Disaster Recovery for 
the County) discussed a Public Private Partnership committee set up for long-term recovery, 
with 9 sub-committees. Over 50 participants, including Sheilah and Chris from the RV MAC, 
the faith community, County agencies, etc. This new group will have its next meeting on 
January 8, 3-5 pm, probably at the Ukiah Conference Center  on School St. Information about 
it is at the Community Foundation of Mendocino County website, and all may attend. This 
group will be supporting communications, re-building, mental health, immediate, and long term 
needs. 


Idea capture: mentioned by Eric Idarius hazmat and HAZWOPER training courses; coordination 
with MTA on topics such as a minibus loop; Organizing a workshop: Managing change and 
scarcity, cultivating the transformation that you seek, Emotional Intelligence. Here or at 
Ridgewood Ranch? January 19-21. Tuition support or Scholarships?
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Tammy also mentioned that the next County Community Recovery meeting will be 
January 20 at 6:30 at Eagle Peak—Focus on mental health. All invited. The community 
continues to experience dislocation, elevated stress, trauma resulting from the fire losses. Help 
is available and this will be discussed.


Meeting adjourned. 
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